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Kennedy (2004) suggests that Robert Towns & Co. owned or charted Don Juan, Uncle 
Tom, Telegraph, Black Dog, Caroline, Woodlark and Melanie. It is not clear if records 
mix up Heather Bell and Blue Bell, the latter wrecked off Hope Island in 1866. Uncle Tom 
was used in 1868 to transfer timber and 10 Tanna men from Townsvale (Caboolture) to 
Townsville, not from the islands. The list below needs to be read in conjunction with 
Kennedy (2004). 
Note: Because of space limitations I have only used one column for males and females 
and totals, but each time they are governed by whether the ship is leaving port 
(emigration) or entering port (immigration). 
SHIP Captain Govt Agent Arriva
l Date 
Departur
e Date 
Males Female
s 
TOTAL 
1866  
Heather 
(Blue) 
Bell? 
) 
?  06 07 
1866 
 55 0 55 
Heather 
(Blue) 
Bell? 
 
?  24 -08 
1866 
 9 0 9 
1867  
Heather 
(Blue) Bell 
( 
Grant H  14 12 
1867 
 89 0 89 
1868  
Caroline ?  06 01 
1868 
 27 0 27 
1969  
Woodlark ?   27 11 1869 55 0 55 
1871  
Restless ? Browne C  12 12 1871 64 0 64 
1976  
Lucy & 
Adelaide 
(1) 
Anderson 
J 
McGavin R  04 05 1876 42 3 45 
1879  
Mystery Kilgour C McDonald AR  01 12 1879 66 3 69 
1881  
Ceara Satini C Lynde HG 27 08 
1881 
 116 13 129 
1882  
Ceara Satini C Arman TE  10 03 1882 3 0 3 
Heath McDougall 
D 
Chater HG  13 04 1882 2 2 4 
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Ceara Satani C Arman TE 21 06 
1882 
 134 12 146 
Io MvcPhie A Wallace JA  28 07 1882 0 0 0 
Ceara   29 07 
1882 
 3 1 4 
Ceara Satani C Arman TE 03 11 
1882 
 129 17 146 
Ceara Inman WA Howe JC  28 12 1882 20 1 21 
1883  
Heath McDougall 
D 
Hore W  10 01 1883 104 5 100 
Hopeful Briggs CR Chater HG  6 02 1883 0 0 0 
Lizzie Vos J Friend H 21 03 
1883 
 56 22 78 
Hopeful Briggs CR Chater HG 21 05 
1883 
 100 2 102 
Heath   22 06 
1883 
 89 5 94 
Lizzie Vos J Friend H  25 05 1883 0 0 0 
Heath McDougall 
D 
Hore W  22 06 1883 89 5 94 
Hopeful Ohje J Chater HG  23 06 1883 0 0 0 
Ceara Inman WE Howe JC 26 06 
1883 
 40 15 55 
Ceara Inmam 
WA 
Lane J  24 08 1883 0 0 0 
Lord of the 
Isles 
Hawkins 
JE 
Wallace WJ  17 08 1883 21 0 21 
Ceara Inman WA Lane J 19 10 
1883 
 113 26 139 
Lizzie Vos J Friend H 05 11 
1883 
 98 22 120 
Juventa Bowers J Healy F  01 11 1883 0 0 0 
Hopeful Utye 
(Ohje) J 
Chater HG 18 11 
1883 
 32 5 37 
Hopeful Vos J Friend H  20 12 1883 0 0 0 
Lizzie Wawn WT Lane J 24 12 
1883 
 126 0 126 
Flora Robertson
, J 
Murray, WJ 30 12 
1883 
 78 7 85 
1884  
Heath Finlay S Duffield, AJ 19 01 
1884 
 0 0 0 
Juventa Bowers J Hely EF 26 01 
1884 
 91 10 1010 
Ceara Inman WA Burrows JA 16 02 
1884 
 107 0 0 
Jevunta Bowers J Hely GF  26 02 1884 0 0 0 
Ceara Inman WA Lane J 28 04 
1884 
 137 0 137 
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Lizzie Wawn, 
WT 
Burrows, JA  13 03 1884 0 0 0 
Ceara Inman WA Lane J  14 03 1884 0 0 0 
Hopeful Friend H Voss J  17 03 1884 125 3 131 
Hopeful Shaw L Schofield H  03 05 1884 0 1 1 
Heath Finlay S Duffield AJ 27 05 
1884 
 58 31 89 
Lizzie Wawn WT Burrows JA 02 06 
1884 
 66 0 66 
Flora Robertson 
JB 
Murray WJ 25 06 
1884 
 78 7 85 
Ceara    30 07 1884 88 17 105  
Juventa Bowers, J Hely, RF 7 08 
1884 
 1 0 1 
Flora Robertson 
JB 
Murray WJ  26 09 1884 23 1 24 
Heath Wawn WT Thomson FRY 29 11 
1884 
 19 0 19 
Ceara Inman WA Burrows JA 12 12 
1884 
 81 15 96 
1885  
Madeline Connon JR Browne CF 15 03 
1885 
 60 14 74 
Victoria (2) Lake TH Chester HM  13 06 1885 405 0 405 
Ceara (3) Downes, 
JW 
Gaussen GL  22 07 1885 95 8 103 
May 
Queen 
Lawrence 
WH 
Hornbook FC 31 08 
1885 
 19 3 22 
Eliza Mary 
(3) 
Hullman, 
RL 
Rannie D 23 12 
1885 
 8+47=5
5 
2+8=10 10+55=6
5 
1886  
May 
Queen 
Lawrence 
WH 
Blackburn 
AEW 
13 02 
1886 
 45 4 49 
Forest King Trantham 
LB 
Howitt MB 25 04 
1886 
 25 0 25 
May 
Queen 
Lawrence 
WH 
Jones JB  04 05 1886 63 2 65 
Corea ss King G Hely EF  25 08 1886 47 12 59+6 
child 
Corea ss King G Rannie D 24 12 
1886 
 21 3 24 
1887  
Corea ss King G Jones JB & 
Howitt JC 
 21 03 1887 77 5 82 + 4 
child 
Wentwort
h ss 
Nicholas 
JC 
Cholmondele
y RV 
 28 03 1887 64 0 64 
Para Cooper J Rannie D  13 04 1887 19 3 22 
Hector Campbell 
N 
Murray N  26.09 
1887 
43 0 43 
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Eliza Mary McDowall 
D 
Young E  04 10 1887 92 0 92 
Lavina Callender 
G 
Battersby E 21 10 
1887 
 50 0 50 
1888  
Madeline Connell W Armstrong TS 01 01 
1888 
 77 1 78 
Roderick 
Dhu 
Paesch A McMurdo R  29 01 
1888 
 75 11 86 
Roderick 
Dhu 
Paesch A Cockle J  03 03 1888 70 5 75 + 3 
child 
Fearless Cecil AC Norman G 12 03 
1888 
 74 0 74 
Nautilus Hawkins 
JE 
Kirkpatrick J  17 05 1888 5 0 5 
Roderick 
Dhu 
Paesch A Cockle J 28 11 
1888 
 67 2 69 
1889  
Lavina Etickson 
CW 
Hammond 
JEB 
15 02 
1889 
 68 0 68 
Fearless Norman G Cockle JR 25 11 
1889 
 76 2 78 
1890  
Lucy & 
Adelaide 
Inman W Hammond 
JEB 
 23 01 1890 25 6 33 + 3 
child 
Lucy & 
Adelaide 
Inman W Hammond 
JEB 
10 05 
1890 
0 7 0 7 
May 
Queen (4) 
Finlay B Mitchell M  05 06 1890 62 1 63 
Lucy & 
Adelaide 
Connell W Hammond 
JEB 
 29 05 1890 0 0 0 
May 
Queen 
Finlay S Mitchel M 23 09 
1890 
 61 0 61 
Lucy & 
Adelaide 
Connell W Hammond 
JEB 
29 09 
1890 
 43 12 55 
Lucy & 
Adelaide 
Connell W Hammond 
JRB 
 16 10 1890 7 0 7 
May 
Queen 
Finlay S Mitchel M  24 10 1890 47 0 47 
Lucy & 
Adelaide 
Connell W Hammond 
JEB 
13 12 
1890 
 61 10 71 
1891  
Lucy & 
Adelaide 
Connell W Hammond 
JEB 
04 04 
1891 
 61 10 71 
May 
Queen 
Finlay S Mitchel M 09 04 
1891 
 41 2 43 
Lucy & 
Adelaide 
Connell W Hammond 
JEB 
 13 05 1891 66 3 69 
1892  
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Empreza Malcolm 
FF 
Rannie D  29 07 1892 148 6 154 
1893  
Christina 
Collins (5) 
? ?  01 02 1893 77 4 81 + 1 
child 
Empreza Malcolm 
RF 
De Vaux W  11 09 1893 48 4 52 
1894  
Empreza Malcolm 
RF 
De Vaux W 25 02 
1894 
 96 3 99 
Empreza Malcolm R De Vaux W  13 04 1894 103 26 129 
Empreza Malcolm R De Vaux W 21 08 
1894 
 82 4 86 
1895  
Coquette Connell W Cecil AC  30 04 1895 15 5 20 + 3 
child 
Coquette Connell, 
W 
Cecil AC 19 05 
1895 
 79 5 84 
Coquette Connell W Thompson 
WH 
13 09 
1895 
 53 2 55 + 1 
child 
1897  
Sybil II Anderson 
J 
Smith SM 30 01 
1897 
 100 2 102 
Sybil II Anderson 
J 
Ussher AHN 05 08 
1897 
 79 2 81 
1898  
Sybill II Anderson 
J 
Cecil AC 15 01 
1898 
 107 2 109 
1899  
Sybil II Switzer TH Rowe FG 30 07 
1899 
 88 1 89 
Lady 
Norman ss 
Tornaros 
P 
Rowe FG 19 12 
1899 
 99 2 101 
1900  
Sybill II Switzer TH Cater G 27 01 
1900 
 76 3 79 
Lady 
Norman ss 
Tornaros 
P 
Meeke W  30 01 1900 69 1 70 
Sybil Switzer TH Pickering AC  10 03 1900 87 2 89 
Lady 
Norman ss 
Tornaros 
P 
Meeke W 17 04 
1900 
 102 0 102 
Roderick 
Dhu 
Forsyth A Ralston JM  16 05 1900 5 0 5 
1901  
Ivanhoe Ralston J Rowe FG 02 06 
1901 
 86 4 90 
Sybil II Burns AA Forrest GD 13 11 
1901 
 90 3 93 
Sybill II Barrow W Forrest GD  31 12 1901 0 0 0 
1902  
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Coquette Mackay J Rowe FG 05 12 
1902 
 58 4 62 
1903  
Clansman Tornaros 
P 
Thompson A 01 03 
1903 
 60 1 61 
Lady 
Norman ss 
Anderson 
J 
Smith SM 18 04 
1903 
 90 2 92 
Roderick 
Dhu 
Switzer TH Thompson A  29 04 1903 34 1 35 + 1 
child 
Roderick 
Dhu (6) 
Switzer TH Thompson A 28 04 
1903 
 90 2 92 
Lady 
Norman ss 
Anderson 
J 
Gooding F 26 09 
1903 
 21 0 21 
Clansman Palmer J Pickering AC  14 05 1903 115 9 124 
Coquette Mackay J Smith SM  30 07 1903 172 7 179 
 
TOTAL SHIPS INVOLVED 38 
TOTAL SSI PASSANGERS ADULT AND CHILDREN TO TOWNSVILLE 4775 
TOTAL SSSI MALE IMMIGRANTS TO TOWNSVILLE 4420 
TOTAL SSSI FEMALE IMMIGRANTS TO TOWNSVILLE 348 
TOTAL SSI CHLD IMMIGRANTS TO TOWNSVILLE 7 
TOTAL SSI EMIGRANTS FROM TOWNSVILLE TO ISLANDS 2934 
TOTAL SSI ADULT MALE EMIGRANTS FRTOM TOWNSVILEL TO ISLANDS 2763 
TOTAL SSI ADULT FEMALE EMIGRANTS FRTOM TOWNSVILEL TO ISLANDS 154 
TOTAL SSI CHILD IMMIGRANTS FROM TOWNSVILEL TO ISLANDS 17 
TOTAL SSI PASSANGERS ENTERING AND LEAVING TOWNSVILLE 7880 
 
Sources: Statistics of Queensland 
Notes: 
1. From Cardwell and Townsville 
2. This was the Government-sponsored return on New Guinea recruits after the Royal 
Commission. 
3. Ceara was wrecked at Santo Maria Island and recruits were brought back on Eliza Mary. 
4. The recruits were for Mackay and Townsville. There is no indication of number for either 
place so I have halved the figure for Townsville. 
5. The Foam left Dungeness (Lucinda) and was wrecked on Myrmidon Reef the same day. The 
Islanders were brought to Townsville by Christina Collins and re0ndentured. There was no 
loss of life. 
6. Recruits from Roderick Dhu were transhipped to Townsville by Lady Norman. 
 
NOTE: 1884-85:  The Queensland Government established a Royal Commission which 
examined recruitment of labour in New Guinea and adjacent islands. 
 
1884-85 “Royal Commission on the recruiting of Polynesian labourers in New Guinea 
and adjacent islands. Appointed 23 December 1884. Report presented 10 April 1885.” [The 
Royal Commission was published in QVP 1884 4. The Crown Solicitor’s Briefs and Associated 
Papers contain the Government Agent’s log books for Ceara, Heath and Lizzie. The vessels 
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investigated were the Ceara, ex-Brisbane 31 December 1883, the Lizzie ex-Townsville 22 
December 1883, the Ceara ex-Townsville 13 March 1884, the Lizzie ex-Townsville 14 March 
1884, the Hopeful ex-Townsville 3 May 1884, the Sybil ex-Mackay 22 April 1884, the Heath 
ex-Mackay 19 July 1884, and the Forrest King ex-Brisbane 21 October 1884. For evidence see 
QVP 1884 2, 725-844. The judgement by Chief Justice Lilley against McMurdo and Davies of 
the Stanley was published as a Supplement to the Queensland Government Gazette, 28 June 
1884, 34 (103). Also see QVP 1884 2, 745-844. This contains 480 interviews with Islanders, 
and along 51 interviewed during the 1906 Royal Commission they form an extensive bank of 
early oral testimony. Refer to Fowler (1968), Corris (1968) and Jamison (1990) for research 
into these events.] 
 
1885: Queensland ceased labour recruiting in the archipelagoes east of New Guinea and 
henceforth recruited only from islands now included in Vanuatu and Solomon Islands, with a 
few also coming from Gilbert Islands (Kiribati) and Ellice Islands (Tuvalu). Because of the 
fiasco of New Guinea island recruiting, constant complaints about labour recruiting 
elsewhere and the number of immigrant Melanesians in Queensland, the government 
decided that the labour trade would cease at the end of 1890. Queensland introduced an 
amendment to the 1880 Act to begin the Pacific Islanders’ Fund, partly to distribute the 
wages of deceased ASSI. 
 
Also see Kett Kennedy, Historical Report to Townsville City Council: Robert Towns’ Townsville and the 
“Blackbirding: Controversy, August 2004. 
 
Clive Moore, “The Don Juan and Townsvale: Queensland and Indentured Pacific Islanders in the 1860s”, in W. 
Ross Johnston (and Margaret Kowland and Di Perkins) (eds), Quintessentially Ross, Brisbane: Boolarong Press, 
2015, pp. 41-75. http://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/7084519 
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